

















-

front. The hotel dining room was used for the joint session
of the two legislative bodies, a flag was hoisted on the staff in
front of the hotel, an Indian sat on a nearby rocky bluff and
watched the proceedings.

Though outward circumstances are utterly changed, we
need to emulate, as we face our next century, the courage, the
vision, and the spirit of sacrifice which animated the founders
of our state. The road before us today, as it was one hundred
years ago, is rocky and fraught with peril. Too many of us
fail to appreciate the hazards and are like the young American
who arrived in Zermatt, Switzerland, and seeing the towering
peak of the Matterhorn, asked, “What’s the name of that big
rock?” When told it was one of the most famous of the Alpine
summits he said, “Do you think I could get up there this
afternoon?” Little did he know the story of the peak’s costly
conquest, of the lives it had taken, of the hazards still involved
in the ascent. So is liberty, a decent society, a lasting peace, each
a majestic mountain peak. How much do we really want them?
Do we appreciate their cost? Are we willing to pay the price
for them and sacrifice for them?

The pioneers of 100 years ago did not hesitate to pay the
price for a strong society. They did not allow their spiritual
values to be smothered beneath the false riches of material
possessions. May the high idealism, the courage, the selflessness,
and the implicit faith in God which characterized the founders
of Minnesota inspire us. In the same spirit of consecration may
we also move ahead to our next and even greater century. of
advancement, building together a nobler Minnesota,






